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WELCOME ABOARD
The Alliance is a community of educators committed to the celebration, development, and 
elevation of a diverse culture of teaching at Purdue Fort Wayne and in our region. We seek to 
enrich teaching and learning by fostering a collaborative community to serve faculty, staff, and 
students dedicated to the pursuit of authentic learning. The Alliance promotes creativity, boldness, 
enjoyment, and growth as pathways to excellence in teaching and learning.

• Collaboration

• Boldness

• Diversity and inclusion

• Enjoyment

• Meaningful work

• Mutual service and support

• Creativity

• Organizational Structure

VALUES

MISSION STATEMENT



POSTER PRESENTATIONS 4:45 - 5:30
1. Michael Kirchner, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Organizational Leadership, Department of Organizational Leadership in ETCS
  Improving Students’ Training and Leadership Competence Through Applied     
  Research: An Interdisciplinary Approach

2. Natalie Neuenschwander 
 Junior, Elementary Education
 Jeong-il Cho, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, College of Professional Studies
  Investigation of Learning Environments for Students at Purdue University Fort Wayne

3. Sue Mau, Ph.D. & Yvonne Zubovic, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Department of Mathematical Sciences
 Terri Swim, Ph.D.
 Professor, School of Education
  The Great Windows Inspection

4. Naomi Gurevich, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Communication Sciences & Disorders (CSD)
  Creative opportunities for student research involvement: Sharing the research experience    
  with students at all levels

5. Dina Mansour-Cole, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Organizational Leadership, Department of Organizational Leadership in ETCS
  Passionate Poetry and Leadership Podcasts?  It’s Collaborative Active Learning!

6. Andres Montenegro, M.F.A.
 Associate Professor, Department of Art and Design
  Creating and implementing the use of visual metaphors to teach new media in Virtual    
  Reality and Augmented Reality

7. Matthew Perkins Coppola, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of Science Education, School of Education
  Improving Communication: Integrating Google Voice into Practice

8. Behin Elahi, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Department of Manufacturing, Construction, and Engineering Technology (MCET), School of   
 Polytechnic
  A Successful Project-Based Learning Experience: Case Study of Fort Wayne Metal Research   
  Project in “Measurement and Evaluation in Industrial Technology” Course (IT 507)



IGNITE TALKS 6:15 - 7:00
1. Daniel Boylan, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Accounting, Department of Accounting  
  Does Course Syllabus Affect Student Grades

2. M. Gail Hickey, Ph.D.
 Professor, Educational Studies, College of Professional Studies and PFW Director, Scholarship of Service-Learning
  Connecting Campus and Community through Service-Learning Experiences

3. Sarah Symonds LeBlanc, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor, Communication, College of Arts and Sciences
  Connecting to the Material Through Collaboration on Case Studies: How PBL is Going CBL

4. Jack Li, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, School of Polytechnic
  Summarizing Material to Help Students Learn Quickly

5. Matthew Perkins Coppola, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor of Science Education, School of Education
  Learning and Teaching in Physics – Training TA’s, LA’s, and Tutors



CONVERSATION WITH AWARD WINNING TEACHERS 7:00 - 7:30
1.  Mark Masters, Ph.D.
 Chair and Professor, Physics  
  Featured Faculty for Teaching

2 Jane Leatherman, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor and Program Director, Education
  Friends of the University Outstanding Teaching

3. Luke Rodesiler, Ph.D. 
 Assistant Professor, Education
  Leepoxy Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching

4. Rama Cousik, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, Education
 Naomi Gurevich, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Communication Sciences & Disorders
  Excellence in Online and Hybrid Teaching Award

5. Zesheng Chen, Ph.D.
 Assistant Professor, Computer Science
  Sigma Xi 2019 Science Teacher of the Year Award

6. Lee Roberts, Ph.D.
 Associate Professor, International Language and Culture Studies
  FACET
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Tips for Addressing Diverse Learners  
Jane Leatherman, PhD 

email leatherj@pfw.edu 

Special Education Associate Professor  
 

Syllabus  

Making connections: make sure students can contact you in a variety of ways. Office or cellphone (if you accept 
text or not); course Blackboard, PFW email, course websites.  

Don’t make syllabus and handouts in fancy fonts; difficult to read for some students and electronic readers have 
difficulty with some fonts.  

CELT offers syllabus templates for in-class or online  

https://www.pfw.edu/offices/celt/online-teaching/index.html#planningforanonlinecourse  

UDL syllabus suggestions:  http://udloncampus.cast.org/page/planning_syllabus 

 
Participation in class discussions  

1. Allow think-pair-share first, then ask for volunteers to share for the whole class. 

2. In small groups, assign students roles such as scribe, class presenter, etc. that way even shy or student who 
have a difficult time speaking in groups can have a job and can participate in the group discussion. 

3. Provide discussion questions in advance so students who need more time to prepare their answers are ready. 

4. Use electronic clickers for responses. If not available, use colored post cards for quick reference if students 
are getting the concepts. Assign meaning to colors; ie yellow = still fuzzy, or green = yes, or blue = A or B 
depending on the question. 

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu/guides-sub-pages/setting-up-and-facilitating-group-work-using-cooperative-
learning-groups-effectively/#look Cooperative learning ideas 

 

Suggestions for discussions that may be emotionally charged or difficult to navigate because of beliefs, culture or 
religion. 

https://provost.tufts.edu/celt/teaching-resources/difficult-dialogues-hot-moments-classroom/ 

 

 



Present materials in a variety of ways  

Powerpoints with and without narration posted online; short videos that students should access before class; 
podcasts on different topics related to class discussions; supplemental texts that expand on certain topics; ppt on 
line from other universities.  

For more ideas about presentation of materials 

http://www.ldonline.org/article/Accommodations_and_Compliance_Series%3A_Employees_with_Learning_Di
sabilities  

https://cft.vanderbilt.edu//cft/guides-sub-pages/making-better-powerpoint-presentations/ 

 

Study Skills  

All students can use ideas to improve their study skills http://www.ldonline.org/indepth/study 

Time management skills https://chadd.org/for-adults/organization-and-time-management/  
 
How to study  http://www.howtostudy.org/overview.php 

   

Assignments  

For multiple step/component assignments use a checklist for students to make sure to include all components  

Allow multiple ways to show mastery of subject matter: test, written narrative paper, speech (written or oral), 
drawing, video or audio with demonstration and understanding of concepts 

UDL means of expression: http://udlguidelines.cast.org/action-expression 

Other Resources 

CELT Teaching Resources: https://www.pfw.edu/offices/celt/teaching-resources/ 

PFW Services for Students with Disabilities https://www.pfw.edu/offices/disabilities/faculty-resources.html 

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a framework to improve and optimize teaching and learning for all 
people based on scientific insights into how humans learn.  

UDL websites of interest 

http://www.cast.org/about  

http://udloncampus.cast.org/home  

 
Some adults may not know their best way to learn new material. Tips about how to improve learning, i.e. if a 
visual learner.  

The VARK Questionnaire http://www.vark-learn.com/english/page.asp?p=questionnaire 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Writer’s Memo 
Karol Dehr 

Department of English & Linguistics 
 

When students turn in a polished draft for a grade, they are asked to submit this self-assessment memo (or 
cover letter).  It allows them to both identify what they’ve done to improve upon and revise their paper and 
also provides insight into what they deem important in their writing process and the rhetorical choices they 
made.   I read this Memo before I read their final draft for grading and it assists me in streamlining the process. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Writer’s Memo Guidelines (for students):  
For each of your major writing assignments, I will ask you to include a Writer’s Memo, which details one or two of the 
major revisions you made when completing the final draft of your major writing assignment. The memo should be at least 
one bigger paragraph of at least 1/2 or 2/3 page and should be submitted as you turn in your draft.  
 
Please answer these three questions: 
1. WHAT major revisions did you make in completing the assignment? 

 For our purposes, “major” revisions means what we have called “Higher Order Concerns” (HOCs)  or 
significant changes you have made in content to your draft: organization; thesis statements; introduction 
and/or conclusion; inclusion of a particular source; documentation decisions, etc. It does not mean what we 
have called “Lower Order Concerns” (LOCs), such as grammatical issues, editing, and surface level matters. 

2.  WHY did you make these revisions? 
 Your reasons could address the feedback you received from your peers and me, and your own critical 

thinking process. This part of the memo might address what was incomplete or weak in your writing and/or 
what was missing in an earlier draft that has now been added.  

3.  HOW did these revisions improve your paper? 
 In this part of your response, you can address how these changes improved or enhanced your paper and 

brought it closer to meeting the demands of the rhetorical situation (the assignment’s guidelines). You can 
refer to the criteria listed on the assignment sheet and/or the grading rubric for specific items. In other words, 
you are to address how your paper is now clearer, more organized, analytical, etc. 
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