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Eclipse Day at PFW Doesn’t Disappoint

The weather on Monday cooperated. In fact, it turned out to be the kind of spring day many dream of in the dead of winter. And

after a slightly harrowing launch, the balloon did eventually clear those assembled on the Science Mall—and the Liberal Arts

Building.  

All in all, eclipse day 2024 gave students, faculty, and staff of Purdue University Fort Wayne who gathered with members of the

community a great setting to witness an amazing celestial event.

VIEW THE ACTION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeCdaO0J5a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yeCdaO0J5a8


PFW Music Ed Students Inspire Levan Scott Academy Fifth Graders

No one wants to leave a warm bed in the middle of the winter to be at school before 8 a.m., but a group of Purdue University

Fort Wayne music education students did just that this semester and found joy in the early morning experience. Under the

direction of Casey Collins, clinical assistant professor of music education, four are earning �eld hours by serving as music

teachers at Levan Scott Academy, a Fort Wayne Community Schools institution. 

Considering none of the students had any idea what to expect in the beginning, the results have been remarkably positive.

Responses from a few of the younger LSA students have centered on themes such as “It’s over already?” and “I don’t want music

class to be done yet!”

“This is such high praise for a teacher!” PFW student Leah Pranger said. “The best part of taking on this project with Levan Scott

has been the elementary students. They come to our class time ready to learn about music. It’s been incredible to have a chance

to practice our teaching skills. The whole experience has completely reinvigorated my drive and passion to teach music.”

READ MORE

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/1exfb/debff5fa917fed33fdb73c8531942e58/55e63be9-ccbe-4ff4-89ef-8f57d8f38d70.jpg
https://www.pfw.edu/news-center/pfw-music-ed-students-inspire-levan-scott-academy-fifth-graders


ETCS Students Show Strong Drive to Produce Sports Car Performance

On a $450 investment, ETCS Motorsports Club members have received a huge return, and there are still more good

opportunities for learning ahead.

 

After looking for a car they could �x up to compete in local competitions, club president and junior Wyatt Newcomer found a

1998 BMW Z3 near St. Louis and left with his dad and a trailer to retrieve it on Jan. 2, 2022.  It was a very long day on the road,

but the BMW started on site and the son-father duo arrived back to their Elkhart home.

 

The early stages of the project included organizing and registering the club with the Student Government Association.

Newcomer and senior Quentin Carr, the group’s vice president, also needed various university permissions and an actual spot on

campus to work. With guidance from Gary Steffen, an associate professor and director of the School of Polytechnic, the details

worked out, allowing multiple mechanical engineering technology majors who had joined the team to park and work on the car

in a lot adjacent to the ETCS Building.

READ MORE

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/1exfb/aea75535d804993931d38391670cd8e1/ETCS-Motorsports-Club-3.jpg
https://www.pfw.edu/student-life/student-organizations/etcs-motorsports-club
https://www.pfw.edu/news-center/etcs-students-show-strong-drive-produce-sports-car-performance


Asian/Paci�c American Heritage Month-Inspired Events on Campus

Though Asian/Paci�c American Heritage Month is observed nationally in May, two related activities are taking place on the

campus of Purdue University Fort Wayne throughout April so a greater number of people can participate before the spring

semester concludes. 

The �rst opportunity is a panel discussion on Wednesday in the IDEASpace at Helmke Library from 12:30 to 2 p.m. The topic is a

celebration of personal journeys and diversity. 

The panelists are Glen Nakata, vice chancellor for �nancial and administrative affairs; Victory Paw, a graduating senior majoring

in general studies; Pooja Singh, senior compensation and classi�cation analyst in Human Resources and Of�ce of Institutional

Equity; and Xueqian Wang, adjunct instructor of medical education at Indiana University Fort Wayne. 

An Asian Fest will also be held April 17 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Alumni Plaza. It will feature various student and employee

organizations showcasing their cultures and activities. If the weather is poor, the event will move indoors to Walb Student Union.

The Of�ce of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and the Multicultural Center are sponsoring the events. Click here to learn more.

Eventful

There's always plenty to do at Purdue Fort Wayne. To �nd your favorites—or discover new activities—check the full events

calendar often to see what's happening on campus.

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/1exfb/53eafcd74cb098ba00314616b1f42013/20230412-Asian-Festival-JW-005__1_.jpg
https://www.pfw.edu/offices/dei/events/asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://pfw.edu/events


APRIL

10
Wed., 6:30–8:30 p.m.

Popular Music Ensembles Showcase

Popular music ensembles bring the heat with their electrifying performances, showcasing their raw talent and distinct style.

Each ensemble puts their own twist on the music, guaranteeing a night of excitement...

APRIL

12
Fri., 5–7 p.m.

Take Back the Night Mixer 

This event in Walb Atrium is designed to stand against sexual assaults on college campuses and in our communities at large. The

gathering will provide free Panda Express, mocktail drinks,  a live DJ, tips and info on drug and alcohol consumption, how to be

safe when you go out, and...

APRIL

12, 13
Fri., 7:30 & Sat., 2:30  p.m.

Two Opera One-Acts

In “The Impresario,” Mr. Bluff tries to stop his boss, the impresario Mr. Scruples, from retiring. Mr. Angel steps in, in order to keep

the cash-strapped opera company a�oat. “Captain Lovelock” is a tale of a wealthy, elderly widow who wishes to marry a young

army of�cer instead of...

On the Job

Check out the new faces in new places.

https://www.pfw.edu/events/popular-music-ensembles-showcase-i
https://www.pfw.edu/events/popular-music-ensembles-showcase-i
https://www.pfw.edu/events/take-back-night-mixer
https://www.pfw.edu/events/take-back-night-mixer
https://www.pfw.edu/events/two-opera-one-acts
https://www.pfw.edu/events/two-opera-one-acts


New Hires

Chelsie Fackler, custodian | Building Services

Transfers

Austin Horn, procurement agent | Purchasing

James Swavely, senior operations clerk | Salvage Operations

In a Snap

Seen and noted around campus. Monitor our university social feeds for more great moments of Mastodon life. 

Around 3:10 p.m., the scene on the Science Mall looked a little like those old black and white photos of folks watching a 3D

movie in the 1950s. Without question, the PFW campus was a popular place to gather and experience the wonder of Monday’s

near-total solar eclipse.

https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/1exfb/4e92214ef0fd3b9ce6f9f791d5f05bb7/20240408-Eclipse-nl-JW.jpg


News Center

Inside PFW Archive

Athletics

Ripples

Inside PFW is an of�cial university communication for faculty and staff. All submissions should be sent to inside@pfw.edu no later than 2 p.m. on the
day prior to the next edition to be considered for inclusion. Newsletter guidelines can be accessed in the PFW News Center.

Inside PFW is produced twice weekly on Tuesday and Thursday by the Of�ce of Communications and Marketing. Inside PFW Special Edition is a
supplement to the regularly scheduled newsletter. It covers breaking news and time-sensitive information directly related to university operations.

http://pfw.edu/news-center
http://pfw.edu/news-center
https://www.pfw.edu/news-center/inside-pfw-newsletter-archives
https://www.pfw.edu/news-center/inside-pfw-newsletter-archives
https://gomastodons.com/
https://gomastodons.com/
https://www.pfw.edu/offices/human-resources/learning-organizational-development/ripples
https://www.pfw.edu/offices/human-resources/learning-organizational-development/ripples
mailto:inside@pfw.edu
https://www.pfw.edu/offices/communications-marketing/media-relations/newsletter-guidelines
https://www.facebook.com/PurdueFortWayne/
https://twitter.com/purduefw
https://www.instagram.com/purduefortwayne/
https://www.youtube.com/purdueuniversityfortwayne
https://www.linkedin.com/school/purdue-university-fort-wayne



