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Survey Overview

= The Office of Institutional Research partnered with the Higher Education Data
Sharing Consortium (HEDS) to administer the Graduating Student Survey (GSS).

= HEDS is a community of colleges and universities sharing data, knowledge, and
expertise to advance undergraduate liberal arts education, educational
excellence, and student success.

= HEDS administered the survey to all undergraduate students who have received
an award, have applied for graduation or are in pending status.

= The GSS evaluates teaching practices and institutional conditions.

= The question items seek to assess the impact of the student’s experience on their
intellectual growth and how well it prepared them for success after college, and
to describe their plans after graduation.

= The benefit to the University in administering this survey is to get a better sense
of what your students hope to achieve, and better monitor and address students’
worries and concerns.
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Survey Overview — Response Rates

Response Rates

= Although the response rate is not particularly
high, we believe the results provide valuable

Spring 2023 Spring 2024
insights into students who are set to graduate.

= Note: The survey was distributed to every
known email address on file for the student. In
the Spring 2023 administration there were
instances in which multiple responses were
received from individual students. In such
cases, if responses were exactly alike, the
duplicate entry was removed from the dataset.
If the response differed in anyway, the
duplicate entry was kept in the data file.
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Survey Overview - Demographics

Gender Distribution of Survey Respondents Compared to the Graduating Student Population

56.3%

52.5%

47.5%

Respondents m Population



Survey Overview - Demographics

Ethnicity Distribution of Sruvey Respondnets Compared to the Graduating Student Population

72.8%
71.3%
9.5%
8.3%
6.7% g go, ., 6-5%
5.0% 4.1% 3.62
op 4-1% .6%
3:3% °2.3%
0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% - | 0.6% 0.19%
American Indian or Asian Black or African Hispanic or Latino Native Hawaiian or White Two or more races U.S. Nonresident Unknown
Alaskan Native American Other Pacific

Islander

Respondents m Population
F
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Faculty Interaction — Year to Year Comparisons

Most faculty with whom | have had contact at PFW were:
(% Agree or Stronlgy Agree)

90.7%
86.8%
85.2%
79.9% 80.3% 79.2%
77.0%
72.0%
Genuinely intere >d in students Interested in helping students grown in Good at providing prompt and useful tside of class to

feedback

more than just academic ar importance to

students
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Faculty Interaction — Year to Year Comparisons

Below are statements about your contact and interactions with faculty at PFW
(% Agree or Stronlgy Agree)

79.5%
5 77.2%
76.4%  76.2% 2

¢ 75.2% 74.4%

71.4%
* 70.2% 70.0%

m interacti I developed a close, personal I am satisfied with the

My nonclassrc

vith My nonclass

1 interactions with My nonclassr
itive faculty h
influence on my pe growth, influence o wth influence on

values, and attitudes and interest in ideas aspirations members

tive faculty h

faculty h relationship with at least one opportunities | had to me

faculty member interact informally with fz

Spring 2023 m Spring 2024
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Classroom Experiences — Year to Year Comparisons

About how often have you experienced each?
(% Often or Very often)

76.0%

o

70.8% 718 T2
64.3% 64.3%
58.5%
5 57.3%
55.3%
52.6% 53.1%
49.7%
Faculty posed challenging Faculty aske dme to show Faculty asked me to point out Faculty asked me to argue for Faculty challenged my ideas Students challenged each

ideas in class how a particular course fallacies in ideas, in class other's ideas in class

concept could be applied to or points of view

an actual problem or presented in the course

situation
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Classroom Experiences — Year to Year Comparisons

Below are descriptions of the types of exams or assignments you have had in your classes at PFW
(% Often or Very often)

85.9%
83.7%
80.5%
77.8%
71.7%
69.7%
66.2%
61.7%
Connected what | learned in multiple Used course content to ess a problem Completed assignments or projects in which Pointed out the strengths and weakne
courses not presented in th ed problems a particular argument or point of v
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Classroom Experiences — Year to Year Comparisons

Below are descriptions of the types of exams or assignments you have had in your classes at PFW

os

¥ Often or Very often)

65.5%
64.2%

]
N

59.8¢

7o
56.5% 56.4%
53.9%
3%
49.4% 0398
Make oral presentations Wrote essays Argued for or against a particular point of Compared or contrasted topics orideas from
F Y g g I f F F
Viev ded my argument a course

Spring 2023 mSpring 2024
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General Experiences — Year to Year Comparisons

How often have you had the following experiences at PFW?
(% Often or Very often)

39.2% 38.6%

33.1% 33.7%
32.0%
27.7%
24.7% 24.8%
18.7%
13.2%

Had serious discU W i aF SBri8us discussions with students Had discussions about intergroup Had serious dicussions with faculty and Attended a debate or lecture on a current
students about diff@rentiifgpt 3 0. [lgcal, social, of religious opinions felations, with.students differing from you  staff whose political, social, or religious political / social issue
cus different from you own in‘gender, national origin, political views,  opinions were different from you own
UNIVERSITY. . ’
race, religion, sexuality, or values

Spring 2023 W Spring 2024

15.7%

13.2%

Participate in a diversity or cultural

awareness workshop
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NACE Outcomes — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent has your experience at PFW contributed to your knowledge, skills, and presonal

development in the following areas?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

88.8%
85.1%
81.3%

77-6% o
N ks 75.7%

72.0%

Critical Thinking Professionalism Communication Teamwork
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NACE Outcomes — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent has your experience at PFW contributed to your knowledge, skills, and presonal

development in the following areas?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

68.1%
65.0%

58.0%

Technology Career & Self-Development Leadership Equity & Inclusion

Spring 2023 mSpring 2024
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Outside of the Classroom — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent has your experience with each of the following at PFW contributed to your

learning and personal development?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

55.1%
51.4%
43.3%
33.1%
25.4% 25.6%
23.2%
21.3% 21.7% 21.8% 22.3%
14.2%
Off-campus employment Interships (pair or unpaid) Inde pendent study Working with faculty on Oh-Carnipuis employient F

research
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Outside of the Classroom — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent has your experience with each of the following at PFW contributed to your

learning and personal development?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

17.9%
17.6%
16.7% 16.8%
15.5% 15:5%
14.7% 14.8%
o
13.6% 13.49%
10.6%
9.9%
Performing arts / music Service organizations (on or Religious groups Multicultural student groups Intercollegiate athletics Student publications

off campus)
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Outside of the Classroom — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent has your experience with each of the following at PFW contributed to your

learning and personal development?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

14.1%

12.7%

9.6%
9.2%

&5 8.3%

7.1% 7.0%

5.6%

Student or campus government Political organizations or cdubs Intramural or club sports Study abroad Sorority / fraternity

Spring 2023 mSpring 202+

B
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Student Worries — Year to Year Comparisons

How often do you worry about the following?
(% Very often or Often)

72.3%
68.9%
66.9% 57.5%
- 64.9%
63.8%
60.1% 59 4%
58.4% e
48.0%
Creating balance between work Maintaining my mental and Successfully starting a career that Knowing how to do "life stuff” (e.g., Settling for a job | don't enjoy
family, friends, and my personal physical health and well-being aligns with my long-term goals managing my fin because it pays the bills
interests / hobbies good place to live, L
kinds of insurance)
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Student Worries — Year to Year Comparisons

How often do you worry about the following?
(% Very often or Often)

46.7%
45.7%
43.8% :
43.0%

O,

29.1% £3589
18.3%
15.0%
Paying off my student loans after college National / global issues that impact society Getting into the graduate school | need to Other worry or concern
at lar , climate change, the political take the next step in my career

nvironment, s« 1equality)

Spring 2023 mSpring 2024



Student Worries — Open-Ended Responses

How often do you worry about the following

Cost of living

covid ruined catalog fall 2018 year students motivation

Deciding my career, and trying to find a job.

employment

Everything. I’'m anxious and school made it worse.

Explaining educational value to potential employers

food scarcity

Getting hired for a job in general.

Health

How to afford to live while in school

| worry that some of my colleagues will not have the opportunities | had to pursue
education in foreign language and the arts cuz of administration decline in interest

far clictainino them

Life as LGBTQ+

Never finding my true passion in the workforce

Not being qualified enough in my major for a job after graduation
random things that pop up sometimes

Relationships with friends/closer friendship

Society collapsing

Talking to people

The economy/ inflation eventually making my goals unattainable
will | get to eat today

"Woke" culture taking over the PFW campus. Leave the politics at home

World safety
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Successful Life and Preparation — Year to Year Comparisons

As you think about living a successful life after college, how important are each of the following?
(% Very important or Moderately important)

98.59% 98.6%

97.3% 3%
96.4% 96.4%
94.2%
93.4%
Balan

aningful v Financial stablity tive relationships

Spring 2023 mSpring 2024



Successful Life and Preparation — Year to Year Comparisons

How much has your time at PFW prepared you for the following?
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

74.3%

60.7%
58.7%
56.5%

46.4% 46.7%
38.0%

30.0%

Meaningful work Financial stablity Positive relationships Balance

Spring 2023 ®mSpring 2024



Successful Life vs PFW Preparation

Importance vs PFW Preparation
(% Very much or Quite a bit)

97.9% 96.9% 97.5%
93.8%
66.9%
54.0%
4240’ 4?7% I
Meaningful work Financial stablity Positive relationships 3alance

Importance m PFW Prepared me
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Overall Satisfaction — Year to Year Comparisons

Overall, how satisfied have you been with your undergraudate institution at PFW?




Overall Satisfaction — Year to Year Comparisons

Overall, how satisfied have you been with your undergraudate institution at PFW?

53.1%

45.2%
37.8%
35.4%
11.9%
4.8% 4.4%
—
Very satisfied Sati Neitehr satisfied nor dissatisfied Dissatisfied Very dissatisfied

Spring 2023 W Spring 2024



Overall Satisfaction — Year to Year Comparisons

If you had to do it all over again, would you choose to attend PFW?

Spring 2023

m Would NOT choose PFW again Would choose PFW again



Overall Satisfaction — Year to Year Comparisons

If you had to do it all over again, would you choose to attend PFW?

45.6%

43.0%

34.1%

2>1.2%

14.1%

6.8%

2.2%

Definitely Probably Not sure Definitely not

Spring 2023 W Spring 2024
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Thematic Analysis — Successful Life

What experiences at PFW have been most helpful in preparing you to be a successful and
live the life you want to lead after college?

= Community and Campus Culture:

Desire for a stronger sense of community and team spirit, moving away from the
commuter college feel.

» Practical Workshops and Networking:

Specific workshops, such as those focusing on social networking, are valued.
= Academic Support:

Respondents stressed the importance of academic advisors in guiding success.
= Event Accessibility:

Respondents suggested increasing advertisements and frequency of large student
gatherings.

* Flexible and Relevant Learning:

There were frustrations with rigid classroom activities that didn’t align with adult
students’ needs.

PURDUE
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Thematic Analysis — PFW Preparation

What could PFW have done to better prepare you to be successful?

Enhanced Academic Resources:

Respondents emphasized the importance of stronger academic programs,
scholarships, and student organizations in preparing for future success.
= Improved Advising:

A significant theme was the need for advisors with real-world experience in students’
intended fields, to provide more tailored guidance.
= Flexibility in Scheduling:

Working students expressed a need for after-hours teacher availability and more
opportunities for collaboration to fit their schedules.
= Skill Development:

Suggestions focused on building practical skills like multi-tasking and commitment,
which are essential for professional success.
* Inclusive Collaboration:

Opportunities to collaborate with students from diverse backgrounds were
highlighted as a missed opportunity that could have added value.
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Primary Activities — Year to Year Comparisons

Please indicate ONE activity that you consider your PRIMARY plan after you graduate

71.1%
15.7%
3.2% 3.6%
o, o, o,
1.1% 5.45% 1.4% 1.8% 1.8%
Employment or Employment or Graduate or Graduate or Military service Starting or raising a Traveling Undecided Other
internships, full- internship, part- professional school, professional school, family

time paid time paid full-time part-time



Primary Activities — Year to Year Comparisons

Which of the following BEST describes the current state of your employment plans?

48.1%

32.0%

10.7%

6.8%

2.4%

Accepted a position Offered a position and refused; still Considerin rching for a position or Will begin searching for a position

one or more specific Currently se

searching for preferred position offers waiting for an offer after graduation



Primary Activities — Year to Year Comparisons

IF you are planning to attend graduate or professional school at any point in the future, which
of the following BEST describes your educational plans?

54.4%

41.5%

Accepted and deferring enrollment until Will be applying this coming fall Not applying this fall, but might apply ata No palns to apply to graduate or professional

later future date school now or in the future



Primary Activities — Year to Year Comparisons

To what extent does your first job after graduation align with your long-term career interests?

43 2%

31.7%

18.1%

4.0%
3.0%

Very much Quite a bit Some Very little Not at all



Student Loans — Year to Year Comparisons

What is the total amount that you and / or your family have borrowed to finance your
undergraduate education?

39.9%

21.7%
19.9%

10.1%

7.6%

0.7%

No loans Less than $20,000 $20,000 - $49,999 $50,000 - $99,999 $100,000 or more Borrowe




Student Loans — Year to Year Comparisons

Approximately what proportion of your total loan amount are you personally responsible for paying?

77.1%

10.2%

3.0% a-2% 3.6%
1.8%

All Most About half Some, but less than half None Unsure



