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Memorandum
To: Senate
FROM: Cigdem Gurgur, Executive Committee Chair
Assem Nasr, Senate Member, Department of Communication
DATE: August 22, 2024
RE: Elimination of Language Programs

WHEREAS, the University has announced cutting the French minor in Spring 2024,

WHEREAS, non-native languages endows students with intercultural and linguistic communication
strategies,

WHEREAS, acquiring a second language leverages student cultural awareness and global understanding
(Hogan-Brun, 2020) among students and aptly equips them with tools to navigate an
increasingly globalized world (Churkina et al., 2023; Hogan-Brun, 2020)

WHEREAS, language learning is critical to learning skills and enhancing problem-solving abilities (de
Abreu et al,, 2012; Costa et al., 2009; Fox et al., 2019; Shirkhani & Fahim, 2011) further affording
students qualities imperative for leadership roles and essential in daily life contexts;

WHEREAS, PFW's Strateqgic Plan:

1. States that PFW's mission is to “educate and engage our students and communities with
purpose by cultivating learning, discovery, and innovation in an inclusive environment,”

2. "Champion[s] student success” (institutional aspiration),

3. Places "Students First” a top-priority core value in which the Plan attributes “Support[ing]
programs and teaching pedagogies that advance student learning and success” as one of four
elements to meet Expected Behaviors under the said core value.

4. Highlights "Diversity and Inclusion” as a core value that recognizes the importance of
“[fostering] multicultural experiences and global engagement” as an Expected Behavior.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Senate regards the elimination of language programs as antithetical to PFW's
Strategic Plan, mission, core values, and institutional aspirations,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Senate recognizes that cutting language programs deprives students
of essential skills and tools thereby diminishing the value of our degrees and undermining
student success in their future endeavors,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the University Administration offer meaningful and effective solutions to
compensate for undercutting our education and uphold the integrity of PFW's mission and
role in our community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University Administration pledge to work collaboratively through
established channels of shared governance including representative faculty bodies to enact
any changes both to the curriculum and to academic requirements, areas where faculty and
not administration hold primary responsibilities.



https://www.pfw.edu/strategic-plan/documents/purdue-fort-wayne-strategic-plan.pdf
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